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Why Delta SKEs?
Our online Subject Knowledge Enhancement (SKE) courses will equip graduates with the depth of subject 
knowledge required to embark on initial teacher training (ITT) in their chosen subject. As a successful group 
of academies, we offer something unique in the level of specialist support we bring to the programme. Our 
resources are prepared and evaluated by a team of outstanding subject experts. 

We are particularly proud of the range of modules on offer at all key stages with bespoke modules focusing on 
the subject knowledge required to teach up to A’level.

Delivery and Assessment
Our SKE courses are delivered 100% online via our interactive e-learning platform, enabling you to study in 
your spare time and fit the course around your existing commitments. You can access learning materials, pre-
recorded webinars, and self-study activities from any internet-enabled device at any time, making learning 
extremely flexible.

Course material includes a variety of content, as appropriate to the topic, including:

o Clear learning outcomes linked to the ‘big picture’ 
   of the National Curriculum

o Video playback

o Mini gameplay or quiz activities

o Research tasks

o Self-assessment activities

o Tutor-assessment activities

o Reading lists, specific to subjects and content

o Progression and reflection checkpoints.

Checking understanding is vital in any learning cycle. Throughout our platform, you will find interactive 
questions or quizzes to complete which provide instant feedback, enabling you to progress through each unit 
and module with confidence. Completed activities can be uploaded directly to the platform without any 
need for sending emails back and forth. 

A dedicated subject tutor will offer expert guidance throughout the SKE programme, with regular verbal and 
written feedback to learning activities, and ‘check ins’ to address any challenging elements of the course. Your 
evolving subject knowledge will be monitored throughout via a combination of assessments and reflections to 
help you identify your strengths and areas for development ensuring that you are making progress.

How Long Do I Need To Study?
We recommend that you study 25 hours per week on a full-time SKE course in preparation for your ITT. 
Our part-time options allows flexibility to learning allowing SKEs to be completed over a longer time where 
suitable.

DfE-funded Delta SKE courses are available for:

Subject 8 12 16 20 24 28

Biology      
Chemistry      

English      
Maths     
Physics      

The number of weeks you study depends on the level of your existing subject knowledge, which you will 
determine in conversation with your initial teacher training (ITT) provider.
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SKE for English

The Subject Knowledge Enhancement (SKE) for English 
is intended for graduates interested in teaching English 
language and literature at secondary school level. 
Each module covers a range of texts and text types, including fiction and non-fiction, equipping you with the 
knowledge and skills required to teach this engaging subject. Our modules are not specific to one examination 
board, but cover the content, skills and knowledge required of students by all examination boards.

The SKE for English course consists of up to six inter-related modules, linked to the National Curriculum for 
English, including specialist A’level option modules.

All participants will study a core 8-week module entitled: Introduction to English, covering elements of key 
stages three and four, and consisting of the following units (200 hours, 8-week SKE):

Programme Structure

o Unit 1: Reading Non-Fiction
o Unit 2: Reading Prose
o Unit 3: Introduction to Shakespeare
o Unit 4: Poetry

o Unit 5: Modern Drama
o Unit 6: Fiction Writing
o Unit 7: Non-Fiction Writing
o Unit 8: Skills for Writing

For participants undertaking a longer SKE, the remainder of the programme is selected by the participant, in 
conversation with the subject tutor, and according to need. The additional five option modules each contain a 
number of engaging units relevant to the knowledge and skills required to teach English.

Option Module 1:
Key Stage 4 (GCSE) Language (100 hours)
This module covers the subject knowledge required for teaching GCSE English 
Language. It guides you, step-by-step, through the skills students require at 
GCSE, and models best practice approaches to teaching reading and writing 
in preparation for ITT.

Option Module 2:
Key Stage 4 (GCSE) Literature (100 hours)

Rich in commonly used literacy texts in schools, this module covers the skills 
and knowledge required for GCSE English Literature. It explores plays, poetry, 
and novels, building a strong foundation on which to teach literature. It will 
develop your skills in character and plot analysis as well as how to write 
literature essays.

Option Module 3:
Key Stage 5 (‘A’Level) Language (100 hours)

Covering the skills and knowledge required for teaching ‘A‘ Level English 
Language, this module develops detailed analytical skills required for ‘A’ 
Level and essay writing skills. The module will expertly guide you through 
the technical language to give you confidence in your advanced subject 
knowledge.

Option Module 4:
Key Stage 5 (‘A’Level) Literature (100 hours)

This module is rich in the most commonly used literary texts in school. You will 
explore the subject knowledge required for teaching in KS5 Literature with 
confidence.

Option Module 5:
Key Stage 5 Reading and Writing (100 hours)

Following the National Curriculum, KS3 Reading covers the skills students 
require to develop reading comprehension, write about a text, whether this is 
fiction or non-fiction, make inference and identify supporting evidence. The 
texts are the most commonly-used in schools.

KS3 Writing covers the skills students require to write clearly, accurately and 
coherently for a range of contexts, purpose and audiences. It covers creative 
writing as well as non-narrative writing or non-fiction writing, enabling you to 
build a sound understanding of the range of different text types.

Learning resources have been created by experts who have a working knowledge of the National Curriculum 
and the requirements for KS4 examinations and KS5 examinations. 

You will be carefully guided through the whole learning process, and you will be given regular feedback on 
your completed work by a dedicated subject tutor. The courses are designed for you to go at your own pace, 
guided by an online tutor. You will complete regular application of your newly acquired knowledge through 
‘Demonstrate’ tasks. At the end of each unit, there is an assessment to complete which will give you the 
confidence in moving forward with the skills and content you have learned. 

Demonstrate tasks may take either 30 minutes or 60 minutes to complete and assessments are either 60 minutes 
or 120 minutes.

Delivery and Assessment
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SKE for Maths

The Subject Knowledge Enhancement (SKE) for Maths will 
equip you with the skills to train to teach a range of different 
topics for key stages three, four and five. Each module 
will also highlight common misconceptions and model 
the strategies which are effectively deployed to teach the 
subject.

The SKE for Maths course consists of up to 5 inter-related modules, selected in conversation between our expert 
subject tutors and the participant, including specialist A’level content.

All participants will study a core 8-week module entitled: Introduction to Maths, covering elements of key 
stages three and four, and consisting of the following units (200 hours, 8-week SKE):

Programme Structure

o Unit 1: Number 1
o Unit 2: Algebra 1
o Unit 3: Number 2
o Unit 4: Algebra 2

o Unit 5: Geometry 1
o Unit 6: Ratio and Proportion
o Unit 7: Geometry 2
o Unit 8: Statistics and Probability

The remainder of the programme is selected in conversation with your subject tutor to address any further gaps 
in subject knowledge. There are an additional four option modules each consisting of a number of units:

Option Module 1: 
Mastery and Problem Solving
Key Stage 3 (100 hours)

This covers the knowledge and understanding of mastery, which is taught 
throughout key stages one, two and three. Problem solving is a key element 
of mastery and it empowers students to tackle harder questions as well as 
reasoning to demonstrate their understanding in context.

Option Module 2:
Transition to A-Level & Further Maths
Key Stage 4 (100 hours)

This covers topics that are aimed towards the transition to A Level and GCSE 
further maths. The topics studied in this module appear in key stage four as well 
as key stage five. Some topics from the A level syllabus are linked to the further 
maths GCSE.

Option Module 3:
Pure Maths 1
Key Stage 5 (100 hours)

This covers mainly the algebra elements of the Pure 1 syllabus such as differ-
entiation, integration and exponentials/logarithms. A deeper understanding of 
vectors will also be explored within the module.

Option Module 4:
Statistics and Mechanics
Key Stage 5 (100 hours)

This covers the Statistics and Mechanics areas of A Level maths. In the Statistics 
element, both data and probability will be the focus whereas in the mechanics, 
kinematics and forces are the main areas of the module.

Learning resources have been created by experts who have a current working knowledge of the National 
Curriculum and the requirements for KS4 examinations and KS5 examinations. You will be carefully guided 
through the whole learning process with regular feedback on your completed work by a dedicated subject 
tutor.

The courses are designed for you to work through at your own pace, guided by an online tutor. You will 
complete a pre-unit and a post-unit assessment to demonstrate your progress.

You will complete regular application of your newly acquired knowledge through the end of sub-unit tasks. As 
well as the end of sub-unit tasks, small knowledge checks with answers are built-in within the units to support 
your journey and understanding.

End of sub-unit tasks may take between 30 to 60 minutes to complete, and assessments are designed to last 60 
minutes.

Delivery and Assessment
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SKE for Biology

The Subject Knowledge Enhancement (SKE) for Biology will 
equip you with the knowledge and expertise to train to teach 
all abilities for key stages three, four and five. Each module 
covers a range of subject content to develop you as a 
science teacher at key stage three and a subject specialist 
at key stages four and five.

The SKE for Biology consists of up to six inter-related modules, linked to the National Curriculum for Science. All 
participants will study a core 8-week module entitled: GCSE Biology, covering elements of your chosen subject 
to the highest grade at GCSE and covering the required content for Biology from key stage 3. This 8-week 
course is compulsory and accounts for 200 hours of your learning time. 

GCSE Biology consists of the following units:

Programme Structure

o Unit 1: Cells
o Unit 2: Digestion & Circulation
o Unit 3: Plants
o Unit 4: Health

o Unit 5: Co-ordination & Control
o Unit 6: Ecosystems
o Unit 7: Genetics
o Unit 8: Evolution

The remainder of the programme is selected in conversation with your subject tutor in order to address any 
further gaps in subject knowledge. There are an additional five option modules, which contain a number of 
units

Option Module 1:
Key Stage 3 Science Part 1

This module follows the National Curriculum for Science at key stage three 
and will equip you with further ideas and knowledge for teaching Biology to 
young scientists, as well as broadening your knowledge base to allow you to 
teach the expected content outside of Biology. Essential for secondary school 
science teachers.

Option Module 2:
Key Stage 3 Science Part 2

This module works well in conjunction with module 1 as it further develops your 
National Curriculum knowledge at key stage three and introduces a range of 
practical activities which can be used to support your teaching of Biology at 
key stage three. Essential for secondary school science teachers.

Module 3:
Teaching Disciplinary Science & Maths for Science

This module develops your understanding of science skills through Biology 
practical work. Alongside this, we will develop the maths skills required to 
teach all of the subject content in Biology and share good practice around 
teaching mathematical skills to students.

Module 4:
A-Level Biology Year 1

This module introduces the subject content required at key stage five. You 
will study in detail: Cells, Exchange of Substances, Biological Molecules and 
Genetics. We will also cover the standard practical knowledge required and 
laboratory techniques.

Module 5:
A-Level Biology Year 2

In this module we conclude the subject content required to teach post-16. You 
will study in detail: Energy Transfers, Responding to Change, Genetic and Gene 
Expression. We will also cover the standard practical knowledge required and 
laboratory techniques.

Learning resources have been created by experts who have up-to-date knowledge of the National Curriculum 
and the requirements for KS4 examinations and KS5 examinations. You will be carefully guided through the 
whole learning process with regular feedback on your completed work by a dedicated subject tutor. The 
courses are designed for you to go at your own pace, guided by a subject tutor on-line.

You will complete regular application of your newly acquired knowledge through ‘Demonstrate’ tasks. At the 
end of each unit, there is an assessment to complete which will give you the confidence in moving forward 
with the skills and content you have learned. 

Demonstrate tasks may take either 60 or 120 minutes to complete. The assessments are longer at around 150 
minutes. The assessments will also give you a taste of some of the skills used by teachers in classroom today.

Delivery and Assessment



10 11

SKE for Chemistry

The Subject Knowledge Enhancement (SKE) for Chemistry will 
equip you with the curriculum and practical knowledge and 
expertise to train to teach all abilities for key stages three, 
four and five. Each module covers a range of subject content 
to develop you as a science teacher at key stage three and 
a subject specialist at key stage four and five.

The SKE for Chemistry course consists of up to six inter-related modules, linked to the National Curriculum for 
Science, selected in conversation between our expert subject tutors and the participant. All participants will 
study a core 8-week module entitled: GCSE Chemistry, covering elements of teaching your chosen subject to 
highest grade at GCSE and covering the required content for Chemistry from key stage 3. This 8-week course is 
mandatary and accounts for 200 hours of your learning time.

All participants will study a core 8-week module entitled: GCSE Chemistry consisting of the following units:

Programme Structure

o Unit 1: Atomic Structure & Bonding
o Unit 2: Changes in Chemistry

o Unit 3: Rate & Chemical Analysis
o Unit 4: Chemical, Atmosphere & Earth Chemistry

The remainder of the programme is selected in conversation with your subject tutor in order to address any 
further gaps in subject knowledge. There are an additional five option modules each consisting of a number of 
units:

Option Module 1:
Key Stage 3 Science Part 1

This module follows the National Curriculum for Science at key stage three 
and will equip you with further ideas and knowledge for teaching Chemistry 
to young scientists, as well as broadening your knowledge base to allow you 
to teach the expected content outside of Chemistry. Essential for secondary 
school science teachers.

Option Module 2:
Key Stage 3 Science Part 2

This module works well in conjunction with module 1 as it further develops your 
National Curriculum knowledge at key stage three and introduces a range of 
practical activities which can be used to support your teaching of Chemistry at 
key stage three. Essential for secondary school science teachers.

Option Module 3:
Teaching Disciplinary Science & Maths for Science

This module develops your understanding of how to ‘teach’ skills in science 
through Chemistry practical work. Alongside this we will develop the maths 
skills required to teach all of the subject content in Chemistry and share good 
practice around teaching mathematical skills to students.

Option Module 4:
A-Level Chemistry Year 1

This module introduces the subject content required at key stage five. You 
will study in detail: Physical Chemistry, Organic and Inorganic Chemistry. We 
will also cover the standard practical knowledge required and laboratory 
techniques.

Option Module 5:
A-Level Chemistry Year 2

In this module we conclude the subject content required to teach post-16. 
You will study in further detail: Physical Chemistry, Inorganic and Organic 
Chemistry. We will also cover the standard practical knowledge required and 
laboratory techniques.

Learning resources have been created by experts who have current up to date knowledge of the national 
curriculum and the requirements for KS4 examinations and KS5 examinations. You will be carefully guided 
through the whole learning process, and you will be given regular feedback on your completed work by a 
dedicated subject tutor. 

The courses are designed for you to go at your own pace, guided by an online tutor. You will complete regular 
application of your newly acquired knowledge through ‘Demonstrate’ tasks. At the end of each unit, there is 
an assessment to complete which will give you the confidence in moving forward with the skills and content 
you have learned. 

Demonstrate tasks may take either 60 or 120 minutes to complete. The assessments are longer at around 150 
minutes. The assessments will also give you a taste of some of the skills used by teachers in classroom today.

Delivery and Assessment
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SKE for Physics

The Subject Knowledge Enhancement (SKE) for Physics will 
equip you with the curriculum and practical knowledge and 
expertise, to train to teach all abilities, for key stages three, 
four and five. Each module covers a range of subject content 
to develop you as a science teacher at key stage three and 
a subject specialist at key stage four and five.

The SKE for Physics course consists of up to six inter-related modules, linked to the National Curriculum for 
Science, selected in conversation between our expert subject tutors and the participant. All participants will 
study a core 8-week module entitled: GCSE Physics, covering elements of teaching your chosen subject to the 
highest grade at GCSE and covering the required content for Physics from key stage 3. This 8-week course is 
mandatary and accounts for 200 hours of your learning time. 

The units include:

Programme Structure

o Unit 1: Energy & Waves
o Unit 2: Atomic Structure, Particle Model & Space

o Unit 3: Forces
o Unit 4: Electricity & Magnetism

The remainder of the programme is selected in conversation with your subject tutor in order to address any 
further gaps in subject knowledge. There are an additional five option modules, each consisting of a number of 
units:

Option Module 1:
Key Stage 3 Science Part 1

This module follows the National Curriculum for Science at key stage three 
and will equip you with further ideas and knowledge for teaching Physics to 
young scientists, as well as broadening your knowledge base to allow you to 
teach the expected content outside of Physics. Essential for secondary school 
science teachers.

Option Module 2:
Key Stage 3 Science Part 2

This module works well in conjunction with module 1 as it further develops your 
National Curriculum knowledge at key stage three and introduces a range of 
practical activities which can be used to support your teaching of Physics at 
key stage three. Essential for secondary school science teachers.

Option Module 3:
Teaching Disciplinary Science & Maths for Science

This module develops your understanding of how to ‘teach’ skills in science 
through Physics practical work. Alongside this we will develop the maths skills 
required to teach all of the subject content in Physics and share good practice 
around teaching mathematical skills to students.

Option Module 4:
A-Level Physics Year 1

This module introduces the subject content required at key stage five. You 
will study, in detail: Particles, Radiation, Wave, Mechanics and Electricity. We 
will also cover the standard practical knowledge required and laboratory 
techniques.

Option Module 5:
A-Level Physics Year 2

In this module we conclude the subject content required to teach post-16. You 
will study, in detail: Periodic Motion, Thermal Physics, Fields & Nuclear Physics. 
We will also cover the standard practical knowledge required and laboratory 
techniques.

Learning resources have been created by experts who have a current working knowledge of the National 
Curriculum and the requirements for KS4 examinations and KS5 examinations. You will be carefully guided 
through the whole learning process, with regular feedback on your completed work by a dedicated subject 
tutor. 

The courses are designed for you to go at your own pace, guided by an online tutor. You will apply your newly 
acquired knowledge through ‘Demonstrate’ tasks. At the end of each unit, there is an assessment to complete 
which will give you the confidence in moving forward with the skills and content you have learned. 

Demonstrate tasks may take either 60 or 120 minutes to complete. The assessments are longer at around 150 
minutes. The assessments will also give you a taste of some of the skills used by teachers in classroom today.

Delivery and Assessment
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Help & GuidanceFinance

DfE-Funded SKE Courses
The Department for Education offer bursaries* for the completion of SKEs in all the subjects offered by Delta in 
2021-22. The bursary amount available to participants is £175 per week of the SKE. 
The bursaries for the length of courses are:

o are classed as ‘home fees’

o have a degree with a 2:2 classification or above

o have a pending degree but are predicted a 2:2  
   or above

o have an ITT offer with an SKE as a condition.

Our dedicated team work closely together to deal with 
bursary payments promptly and respond to any questions 
you may have.

Payments will be made monthly based on the units completed which is monitored through our learning 
platform and informed by the dialogue between tutor and participant.

Length of SKE Bursary per Unit/Week Total Bursary**

8 week £175 £1400

12 week £175 £2100

16 week £175 £2800

20 week £175 £3500

24 week £175 £4200

28 week £175 £4900

SKE Eligibility
You are eligible for a DfE-funded SKE if you meet the 
following criteria:

You may require a self-funded SKE if you:

o are classed as ‘overseas’ (and not eligible for 
   bursary or student finance)

o completed a degree in the same subject within     
   the last five years

o have a third-class degree

o don’t yet have an ITT offer but would like to 
   enhance subject knowledge prior to applying.

Self-Funded SKE Courses
If you are not eligible for DfE funding, we offer a self-funded option enabling you to gain the valuable 
knowledge required to start initial teacher training. Other colleagues in schools, organisations and Multi-
Academy Trusts may also wish to undertake an SKE to improve subject knowledge.
Cost of self-funded SKEs per participant:

Length of SKE Total Cost (not including VAT)

8 week £800

12 week £1200

16 week £1600

20 week £2000

24 week £2400

28 week £2800

* subject to the below eligibility 
criteria.

** should you complete an SKE in 
less time than the scheduled weeks, 
you will be paid for the weeks 
completed.

Part-sponsorship and bespoke 
packages for multiple participants 
and groups of schools are available. 

Contact SKE@deltatrust.org.uk for 
more information.

Our team of specialists work closely together to ensure a 
high-quality learning experience for all.

The Role of the Subject Tutor
You will be matched with a subject tutor who is an expert in their field. The subject tutor offers guidance 
throughout the SKE course, with regular verbal and written feedback and dedicated support with any elements 
of programme content. You will have an initial one-to-one meeting together to discuss your strengths and 
areas for development in the curriculum area before getting started with self-study in the learning platform.

The subject tutors are, in turn, supported by a subject lead who takes responsibility for the quality and continual 
improvement of the programme.

The Platform
Delta’s SKE programme is powered by our Frog learning platform, allowing you 
complete flexibility with your studies. You will never struggle to remember where you 
last left your learning as the intuitive design of the platform tracks progress throughout, 
reminding you where you are up to.

Our programme allows you to work at your own pace and we never want you to feel 
overwhelmed. In order to make this possible, we’ve added in barriers throughout as 
milestones to work towards. Once you have completed the work up to this section, the 
barrier will be removed and new content unlocked!

Technical Support
We offer technical support for our learning platform, accessible with or without logging into the platform, as 
well as frequent communication with the subject tutor.

Feedback
Your feedback is important to us. We seek feedback from participants after each module with a view to 
addressing any immediate questions or concerns and develop the participant experience moving forwards.

How to Apply
Complete the short form to register for a 
Delta SKE:

For further information, please visit:
www.deltatrust.org.uk/subject-knowledge-enhancement-ske
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Education House, 
Spawd Bone Lane, Knottingley, 

WF11 0EP

0345 196 0033

SKE@deltatrust.org.uk

deltatrust.org.uk/subject-knowledge-enhancement-ske


